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A White House speech is planned for tonorrow in which
the following statements are nade with respect to the Persian
Gul f.

1. Tact,ical air forces can be in the region uithin
hours, a battalion within 48 hours and a division
within 2 weeks

The seven NTPS in the Indian Ocean contain equipment
for a force of 121000 men and ammunition for nore
than 500 fighter-attack aircraft.
Three exercises of th.e RDJTF have beon conducted so
far in the U.S.

We need to enswer the following questions:

1. For all three statements are they true and, if so,.can this infornation be stated publicLy?

2. For the amnunition for fighter-attack aircraft, what
is the basis of the calculation of how nany aircraft

. the ammunitlon will support?

3. For the RDJTF exercises, what are the nanet .ta
times of the exercises conducted. so far?

Because
are neerl.

the short time fuze the answers to these questions
ASAP.
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(U) Statement one le partlally correcE.

,.14f Naval tactlcal alr forces enbarked on carrler ln
the fndlan Ocean could be ln the Peralan GuIf areanwlthl.n hourg'. However, to provlde adequate ghore
baalng and logtstleal eupport for USAF forces would take
longer. Aesumlng alrllft, overfltght clearances andprlor alertlng of unlt,e covercd, tactlcal alr unlte baged
ln the contlnental Unlted States could begln closlng ln
approxlmately [40 hoursl and completely cloee tn about
[75 hoursl. Adeguate baslng for these forcee have not
yet been fully developed and long term eff,ectlvenesE and
suatatnment of theae forces would be dependent upon
alrllft of munttlonsr E€palE parts, and other supplles
and materlel.
b. (U) A lighE lnfantry battallon from thc conttnentlal
Unlted States could cloee lnto the region wlthln the 48
houre apeclf,led. Thls agaln aaeumea overfltght clearanceE
and an early declslon to move a unlt whlch routinely
nalntalng a readlneae poeture whleh would permlt thls
rapld movement. Sustatnmdnt, of thls force would requlre
augment,at,lon and would be dependent, upon nalntenqnce of
an alrllne of communtcatlon. Nornally, a bat,tallon would
not be employed aa a alngle unlt ov€r an extended perlod
of tlme but would more llkely be used elther tn the roIE
of a reactlon'force for a very nlnor contlngency or the.
lcad element for a larger force whlch would follow
lnmedlately.

c. (U) The combat elementg of a llght lnfantry dtvlElon
from the contlnental Unlted States would require, wlth
mLnlroal support, 14 days to close by alr. The dlvlslon
would norrnally be rlaployedl wlth mlnlmal tactlcal atr
aupport, whlch cloeeg wlthln the eane perlod

d. (U) AII lnfornatlon ln thtg Page 19 releaaeable excePt
that portlon encloaed ln brackeLs.l4.
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2. )tgf fn" Near-Term Pre-poaltloning Shtpe (NTPS) do have
eufflctent equtpmenE, PoL and water for a force of approxl-
nately 121000 personnel. It muet be reallzed, however2 thaE
theee aEe cargo ahlps whlch requlre port faclllt,lee for off
loadtng and db not have onboard aII of the equlpmenL egsenttal
for dletrlbution of theee Bgpplles aahore. Dlst,rlbutlon to
deployedt forces of the water and POt, ln partlcular, would
poae real challenges. Iflth regard to the number of, flghter-
attack alrsraft, whlch could be supported by the avlation
rnunltlong aboard the NTP9, approxlmately 9 USAB tacElcal
flghter sguadrone of elghteen alrcraft each (162 alrcraft)
plus 22 Marlne Cgrps tactlcal flghter alreraft could
be supported for 10 daya. Thls would be about 3240 Eortlee
whlch could be suptrrorted. There are other suPport requlre-

Inento for euch a tactlcal flghter force whlch also preeent
demanding loglstlcal problems. fhe detalled NTPS plannlng
factois above are claeelfled. The Etat,ement we were asked

',\to review was ueed by the Prealdent in hls radio speech on
19 Oct 80.
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3. (U) Trro RDJTB exerctseg have been conducted to daEe.

E. (U) POSITM [.EAP began wlth an employment, exerctEe
durlng 10-15 Apr. On 2,June 80 a ehort five day follow-on
conmand poet exerclse wag conducted.

b. (U) RD.TTF Red PIag 80-{ was a USAF TAC Alr Exercise
ualng a Mlddle-East, acenarlo.

c. (U) ThtE lnformatton ls releaeable.
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